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This week’s winners of a visit from Desmond the 

Dragon are Year 5 with 99.6%.            

Well Done! 

Reminders: Kindly ensure that payments are made for Diwali (all years) and The Boy in a Dress (KS2).  

Letters issued this week: None  

 News from the Desk of the Deputy Head 

 

I’m not quite sure where this half term has gone. Looking back at the past eight 
weeks, I am amazed at how eventful life is at Stratford Primary School! Thank you for 
making me feel so welcome - it has been so lovely getting to know so many new 
people and I am slowly but surely starting to put names to faces! 

It has been lovely to see so many visitors in school recently taking part in our Topic 
Sharing afternoons. Year 3 kicked off the proceedings learning about Austin’s 
Butterfly, a truly inspirational story about a young boy’s learning journey, where he is 
critiqued and encouraged to persevere and develop a growth mindset. If you haven’t 
seen it, it is definitely worth a Google! Mr Scarlett and Mrs Fade inspired their class 
and used this inspiration to help the children to sketch a Lion, linked to their Predator 
topic. A great time was had by all and the children had the opportunity to teach their 
visitors to draw a lion as a step-by-step process. Such a lovely idea. Year 4 enjoyed 
sharing their Roman defence strategies with their visitors and they travelled back to 
the Roman times and learnt about the life and times of a Roman army. The children 
were able to use their fantastic Roman shields to teach their visitors about the 
Tortoise formation and re-enacted a battle. It was like an episode of Countdown in 
the hall on Monday for Year 2’s topic sharing event! The children fully enjoyed 
teaching their visitors how to use different maths equipment and strategies to help 
them add and subtract numbers. They had to solve a series of clues to solve a 
Halloween maths mystery. Year 5 had a Professor Brian Cox inspired topic sharing 
event. The children carried out different science investigations with their visitors and 
were able to share a range of work from English, maths and topic lessons, based 
around their Space theme. This followed on from their wonderful star-gazing night on 
Tuesday. When the children travelled to The Heart of England Forest. They cooked 
beans on a camp fire and were able to enjoy a spectacular night of star-gazing, 
where they were able to identify different star constellations. For Year 1’s Topic 
Sharing event, the children had a busy afternoon teaching their visitors how to create 
a story map. The children enjoyed reading and sharing different fairy tales and then 
used different ideas to retell the story using pictures and symbols. And finally, Mrs 
Slater’s Reception children have been cooking up some delightful aromas this week. 
The children have been busy baking – they have made some delicious biscuits and 
have decorated them with an assortment of toppings. They looked superb and were 
devoured by their visitors when they attended their Teddy Bear’s Picnic. 

Year 6 have been busy too this week, extracting DNA from strawberries! Their 
Charles Darwin inspired work has really set the children’s imaginations alight and the 
children have worked like real scientists to carry out such impressive investigations. 
You never know, this may well inspire some future career choices! Phew! What a 
busy couple of weeks! 

It was a fabulous turn out at The Holy Trinity Church this afternoon – thank you for 
coming and supporting the children. I’m sure you will agree that they performed with 
such confidence and enthusiasm. It was a really lovely Harvest Service and the 
children showcased a range of performances, demonstrating such talent. We really 
are very proud of each and every one of them – what a super way to end the half 
term. Thank you also for your kind donations for the Stratford upon Avon foodbank. 

And finally, a reading questionnaire has been sent home with your child this week for 
you to complete. We have spent some time in school this week speaking to the 
children about their views and attitudes towards Reading and our Governor, Louise 
Thomas, also enjoyed talking to children from Reception class to Year 6 about the 
reading culture in school. We really value your views on reading at home and in 
school - please return your questionnaires after half term. 

Thank you for your continued support this half term and have a wonderful half term 
break – stay safe if you are trick or treating or attending any early bonfire parties and 
most importantly, have FUN! 

Mrs Withers 

“You can find magic wherever you look. Sit back and relax all you need is a book!” – 

Dr. Seuss 

 

Weekly House Points 

 
     

 

Friday, 1st November 

Please remember,          
if you are in the school 
choir, there is choir 
practice on Friday, 1st 
November in the school 
hall from 10am until 
12.30pm. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKu6r9e4-8gCFUS3FAodo_kOgg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratfordprimary.co.uk%2F&psig=AFQjCNGYcz2PTaa1Mo4ypANNU9esTm-74g&ust=1446887112922548


Year 6 DNA 

Year 6 scientists have been 

busy extracting DNA from 
strawberries! We crushed the 
strawberries to break down 
the cells, added our very   
special DNA extraction liquid 

and filtered the mush! It 
was a very successful 
experiment as we   

managed to extract lots of 
DNA strands.  

 

Well done Year 6! 

Year 2 

Year 2 have been gingerbread 

making in Design and 

Technology - the children have 

researched Gingerbread 

people, including the recipe, 

and have prepared, cooked and 

decorate their own gingerbread 

people.  

Heart of England Stargazing - Year 5 
 

From bowls of beans  
Cooked over campfires to  

Billion-year-old stars  
Viewed through telescopes…  

 
Stargazing Live with Year Five - Professor Cox would be proud! 

 
 
 
‘Yesterday,   
stargazing 
was fun, it 
was a great            
experience 
for learning.’     
 
-Thomas J. 
 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been trialling Times Table Rockstars for the school. We have 

been working on the iPads every morning this week for at least 10 minutes 

at a time. After our first ‘gig’, Times Table Rockstars put us automatically 

onto a level that is suitable for us – it’s not too easy, but it’s not too hard 

(like Goldilocks’ porridge, it’s ‘just right’). We then have been practising the 

times tables that we find tricky and then have another go at our next ‘gig’ 

where the process repeats itself all over again! We hope that by the end of 

Year 3, we are all Times Table Rock Legends! 

‘Times Table Rockstars is really cool and it’s good 

for your brains!’ -James A-C 

‘Times Table Rockstars helps you to learn your 

times tables really well and helps you to become 

quick at them!’ -Maddie S 

‘You can customise yourself and get really cool 

guitars with all the coins that you earn by doing 

times tables!’ -Olivia M-W 

Safeguarding - Break the Fake! 

How much do you know about 'Fake News'?  

What is fake online is a hot subject, but how do you get this across 
to younger children in an engaging, impactful and fun way? Use 
House Hippos - these resources look like they could be a lot of fun, 
take a look here:  

https://mediasmarts.ca/break-fake  

4 ways to tell is something is fake online: 

1. Use fact checking tools 

2. Find the source 

3. Verify the source 

4. Check other sources 

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=3641ced8ee&e=a9285a502c

